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4. The introduction and growth of western education was

perhaps the most important single factor in the Indian
awakening. It was the liver which moved the medieval
Indian world, after centuries of inertia under Muslim rule
The Indian awakening and Bengal, N.S. Bose, p.81
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The welfare of the country was certainly in their minds, but
their main drawback was they failed to realize the force of
historical changes taking place in country. They were trying
%o prevent the coming storm by shutting the doors and
window and found them selves fighting a losing battle. The
Indian Awakening and Bengal N.S.Bose, p.61
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Global Issues aAnd Gandhian Solutions

Our modern world is the age of crisis
caused by violence, terrorism, ecological
Zishalance, tensions, wars, overpopulation and
poverty. Mahatma Gandhi demonstrated the
practical applicability of non-violence in all the
spheres of the human life and its usefulness to the
whole world. The technique of non-violence is a
way of life to the humanity and helps to achieve
permanent and enduring global peace.
Environmental Protection

Mahatma Gandhi was against blind
urbanization and industrializations in India. The
dynamics of heavy industrialization and
technological development have far-reaching
effects on the modermn society. Without proper
protection of the environment, the growth may
result in an ultimate disaster. He wanted to keep the
ecological balance of the village and the city.

Gandhi stated that the industrial civilization
isall evil and a disease. It is in no way indispensable
for the permanent welfare of the human race.
Gandhi says, Machinery is like a snake hole which
may contain from one to a hundred snakes. Where
there is machinery there are large cities.... Honest
physicians will tell you that where the means of
artificial locomotion have increased the health of
the people has suffered'.

Gandhi was a naturalist. He believed in a
human life in close relation to nature. This was
evident in his Ashram at Ahmedabad. He made so
many experiments in dieting, nature cure, living etc.
[t was his love of nature which prompted Gandhi to
insist upon the maintenance of rural India’.
Terrorism and the modern age

The two reasons for the prevalence of
terrorism in the modern times are due to the leaders
and agencies of force in the state who acquired the
power in total disregard of the underlying values
and norms of the law in force. The terrorists have
been indoctrinated with a type of ideology
supporting violence and terrorism. The national and
international incidents of ‘terfprism are on rapid
increase.

In order to stop violence, terrorism and
bloodshed, Gandhi aimed at a non-violent society
and a non violent state. He advocated the doctrine of
trusteeship to realise the ideal of economic equality
for the emergence of an egalitarian society basing on
non-stealing and non-possession to avoid
exploitation. He states "I object to violence because,
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when it appears to do good, the good is only
temporary, the evil it does is permanent." 4
Nonviolence and world Peace

The issue of peace assumes greater
significance than before in the modern times. The
human life becomes meaningful and purposive and
gains significance and relevance when the long
cherished dream of world peace is realized. Peace
demands sacrifices and the total human effort.

Gandhi thoroughly studied the concept of
non-violence and found it to be the basic tenet of
human existence. He conducted a series of
experiments with non-violence and made it
applicable to resolve the national and international
problems.

The successful application of non-violence
ushers in a new peaceful world order, involving a
great deal of moral strength, and readiness to under
go self - suffering on the part of the person who
applies it. The success of the application of non-
violence depends upon the conviction of the person
which has to be gradual, with the attitude that one
step is enough for me. The beginning will be small
and the rest will follow, says Gandhi.*

Gandhi stated that non-violence is the
means and truth is the end, He says that "ahimsa is
not the goal. Truth is the goal. But we have no
means of realising truth in human relationship
except through the practice ahimsa"™. Gandhi
was confident of the permanent peace. He says that
"If the world is to have peace, non-violence is the
means to that end and no other."” The non-violence
has to be made as the governing principle of all the
individuals of all the nations as their social conduct
for the establishment of world peace.’

The problems of poverty and overpopulation

Like Vivekananda Gandhi was concerned
with the poverty of the Indian people. He waged a
relentless war throughout his life for the solution of
this problem. He suggested craft-centred education
and development of cottage industries and on the
other hand minimization of human wants. He
suggested Brahmacarya as a solution for the control
of growing population in this country. His concept
of marriage as a necessary evil, should also be
considered in this light. If Gandhian ideal of
Brahmacharya is pursued by every one, even by the
married persons, the problem of population will be
solved.

Lastly, Gandhi had a global perspective - a
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world - view which has dimensions -sacrifice and 4. Harijan, 28.1.1939, P.442.
coherence. His world-view has become an 5. Harijan, 23.6.1946, P, 199.
experienced feeling of non-violence and truth which 6. MK. Gandhi, Communal Unity, P.670.
universalises his ethics and he ethicises world-view Navajivan Publishing house, Ahmedabad.
"To Gandhi, world-view is at once an intellectual 1949,
frame work, an emotional attitude and a social 7 Gandhi Marg, April 1982, P.22.
reality." 8. Y.G. Krishna Murty, Neo Gandhism, P.53,
References Nalanda Publ. Bombay, 1954.
1. M.K Gandhi, Hind Swaraj, P.96, Navajivan
Publishing house, Ahmedabad, 1962, EEE
& Dr. G. Ranjit sharma, An Introduction to 'UGC SRF
Gandhian thought, Pg. 124, Deptt. of Philosophy and Religion

3. Young India, 21.5, 1925, P.178. B.H.U.




ST q@a]- sidye-ger 2011

3

Elementary Education and National Development :
Needs for Strategic Approach. .

Education is key to all human
development. It is also panacea to all human
problems. Education Commission (1966) not
only received education as the basis of national
development but also recommended it as a
weapon for social and national integration.

India stands at the threshold of the
twenty-first century. She will find it difficult to
solve the problem if she does not visualize them
in advance. A time has, therefore, arrived when
the possibilities of the future should be
anticipated and attempts should be made to gear
the educational system for making it an effective
instrument of national development because its
potentiality in this direction is universally
recognised.

Universalization of elementary
education has been accepted as anational goal in
India since Independence. The founding fathers
of our constitution recognised elementary
education as crucial input for nation building.
The directive principles of state policy envisage
that the state shall endeavour to provide free and
compulsory education for children upto 14 years
of age within a period of 10 years. The national
Policy on Education 1986 (as envisaged in 1992)
resolves to provide free and compulsory
education of satisfactory quality to all children
up to 14 years of age before the commencement
ofthe twenty firstcentury.

The first National Policy on Education
(1968) recommended free and compulsory
education and equalization of educational
opportunities especially for girls and children
belonging to SCs and STs. The National Policy
on Education (1986) and its programme of
Action, (1992) was enunciated on the basis of a
detailed review of the country's educational
performance. The policy resolves to achieve
universalisation of elementary education by
2000A.D.

The country has ’,,undoubtedly been
successful in evolving a national structure for
elementary education in the last fifty years.
There has been substantial increase in access to
elementary education. Effective and qualitative
elementary education is key to all round
development of any society. Education
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contributes to economic and social development

of a nation Many studies have shown that

effective education contributes to economic
development through increased national income
and individual earnings (T.W. Schultz).

Returns to education are higher in rural
than in Urban areas, it is higher for primary and
middle schooling than for higher levels of
education. (Tilak, 1987). A study of 14 most
populous states in India for the period of 1971-
81, suggests that one additional year of
education of the workforce can effect 13 percent
increase in economic output and the increased
educational level can contribute about 27
percent increase in economic output (Loh,
Jacqueline 1995). Apart from the direct
monetary returns, schooling also produces
externalities which benefit society at large.
(fosterand Rosenzweig, 1996).

Primary education has a close link with
the development of health; knowledge and skills
rather than growth ofincome ofthe people. ( Sen,
1990).
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EVALUATION OF ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION TEXT BOOA

NE

1%

OF GRADE 111 BY USING CONTENT ANALYSIS AS A TOOL

Abstract : Grade III textbook in environmental
studies was evaluated with the objective of
providing information for in service teacher training
in use of existing textbooks and guidelines for
preparation of new textbooks. The study
investigated -- (a) Theme and sub themes of each
chapter (b) chapter wise diagrammatic
representation, (c) chapter wise exemplification (d)
linguistic analysis (e) error Grammatical and
Printing (f) chapter wise distribution of questions in
practice exercise. A research design was adopted to
include - (i) analysis of each textbook, (ii) teacher
interview. Results of the study indicate that textbook
needs immense improvement in all respect.
Implications of results in terms of textbook
preparation and methodological issues are
discussed.

Keywords: Content Analysis,
textbook, The State of Rajasthan
Introduction : In the national context today, the
significance of an appropriate curriculum becomes
even more critical in view of the efforts towards
universal primary education wherein the diversity
of students' needs will inevitably become still
greater and so will the need to adapt educational
approaches to match curriculum, instruction and
learner.

In the Indian situation, at the primary stage
the textbook continues to be the most essential and
in majority of cases the only aid in the hands of the
teacher and the learner through which the given
curriculum is transacted. This situation
consequently places a heavy responsibility on the
quality of the textbook for ensuring effective
teaching-learning interactions and outcomes. For
any instructional material to be effective, it has to be
necessarily planned keeping in view the
requirements of the learners particularly with
reference to their age, their educational and cultural
background, their immediate environment as well
as their proficiency in the language, which is the
medium of instruction ¢
Objectives and scope of the Study : The objectives
for the study were "to content analyse the primary
level textbook and guide the preparation of new
textbooks so that to bring qualitative improvement
1 the textbook."

This study was limited te Grade III
tcxtbook in environmental studies in the Rajasthan
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Primary level

Shivends Prawsa

Research questions : The study has promes
addressed the following research quessyes
have emanated from the objectives:

1. To what extent the themes and sub Themes
suggested by NCERT for Grade 111 are wses =
developing textbook in environmental ssudies
in Rajasthan.

2. To what extent suitable illustrations along wwi
clearly developed diagrams are used in st
chapter to develop better comprehension.

3. To what extent textbook is free from syntactics
and printing error.

4. To what extent questions in practice exercises
are uniformly distributed.

Review of Related Studies : Studies conducted =

the last two decades have continued to delve

discourse structure (Cooper, 1970; Moir, 1970

Alliende, 1987, 1990; Gourley, 1984). Gross and

Sadowski (1985) gave a microcomputer

programme called FogIndex but also, concluded

that no estimate can replace commonsense and
individual judgment. Gray & Leary, 1940; Strang.

1948; Kukemelk & Mikki, 1993 analysed content.

format and organization.

Very few studies have been conducted in
India as yet. A major study of direct relevance is that
of Sharma (1993)" which investigated the
comprehensibility of language of class 3 textbooks
of language, Science and Social Studies of
Rajasthan. The study included a linguistic analysis
of the textbooks as well as a collection of spoken and
written language of children of grade 3 and made a
comparative analysis. The study did highlight some
inconsistencies between the language used in the
textbooks and the spontaneous language of
children, particularly in terms of vocabulary and
sentence length. It also brought forth differences
between urban-rural groups and reiterated the need
to caterto both.

The dearth of studies specifi ically in the area
of content analysis of textbooks in Rajasthan,
however, only reinforces the need and priority for
such studies, since these could contribute

significantly to the improvement of quality of
instructional material being produced for the
primary grades.

Methodology : A two-prong research design was
adopted to include-

- Content Analysis of the textbook.

- A self made questionnaire was used to seek the
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SNN. | Hlustrations Diagrams Syntactical and | Questions Used in
Printing Error practice exercises

e N Number of illustrations | Number of | Error in terms of | Number of

| used diagrams used in | spellings Questions

' each chapter. S

|2 Kind of illustrations | Clarity of diagrams | Error in terms of | Type of questions
used i.e. whether it is word i.e. knowledge (K),
experimental  bases, understanding (U),
activity based or Applicgtion  (A)
descriptive in nature. and skill (S) type.

3. Colourfulness  of | Error in terms of

diagrams sentences
4, Labeling of | Printing Error
diagrams
5. Cause and effect | Printing Quality
relationship
between diagrams
6. Content
Relatedness
S.N. | lllustrations Diagrams Syntactical and | Questions Used in
Printing Error practice exercises

1 Number of illustrations | Number of | Error in terms of | Number of
used diagrams used in | spellings Questions

each chapter.

2. Kind of illustrations | Clarity of diagrams | Error in terms of | Type of questions
used i.e. whether it is word i.e. knowledge (K),
experimental  bases, understanding (U),
activity based or Application  (A)
descriptive in nature. and skill (S) type.

3. Colourfulness  of | Error in terms of

diagrams sentences

4, Labeling of | Printing Error

diagrams

B, Cause and effect | Printing Qudity

relationship

between diagrams
6. Content

Relatedness

opinion of Teachers on the content, format and
organization of the text book and the ways they use
the text book in class room transaction.

Procedure:

Identification and Content Analysis of
Textbooks: For the purpose bf content analysis of
textbooks for Grade III prescribed in Rajasthan state
by RBSE in the areas of Environmental Studies
were identified.

Content analysis of textbook was done on the basis
illustrations and diagrams. For this purpose
illustrations and diagrams given in the textbook
were separately analysed respectively in terms of -
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Questionnaire: A self-made questionnaire was
constructed for teachers to elicit their opinions
regarding the textbook with reference to the
research questions. In all 150 teachers were
interviewed across the States

Analysis: The data received were scored and
tabulated in terms of:

(i) Content Analysis: (a) Total number of sub
themes used in the process of development of
textbook as suggested by NCERT. (b) Total number
of illustrations (¢) total number of diagrams (d) total
number of syntactical and printing error (e) Total
number of various behavioural domain wise
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questions in practice exercises of different chapters.

(i1) Teacher's responses to get the profile of
teachers on text book

Results and Discussion: Prior to discussion of the
results obtained from the study it is imperative to
emphasize that this study is essentially exploratory
in nature and its results can at best be indicative only
of possible trends, not definitive judgments or
conclusions. The reason for this is that due to acute
time and budgetary constraints, the study had to be
necessarily limited in scope in terms of :

(a) Its treatment/ definition of concept analysis so as
to include only the minimum possible aspects.

(b) Selection of sample which was essentially
random in nature but in no way representative of the
larger population.

Yet, the two-prong nature of the design of
the study serves to validate the findings to some
. extent through supplementing/complementing the
information from one source of data to another,
which thus emerges as strength of the study.

The results of the study are discussed in
terms of the two research questions specified earlier.
(a) Fig.1 apparently shows that out of total 25
suggested sub themes by NCERT for Grade ITI text
book in environmental studies only 15 (60%) sub
themes are used to develop chapters in text book,
though there are total of 30 chapters in Grade I1I text
book and all the sub themes could have been easily
covered but it is not so because there are three such
sub themes which are repeated twice otherwise the
number ofcovered sub themes would have been 18.

A self-made teacher's feedback scale was
used to collect the information regarding suggested
themes and sub themes by NCERT but none of the
teacher selected in the sample were aware of these.

1 Coverage of Sub themas |

Suby thernes discussad in
NCERT texthosk of grade il

Figure 1
(a)  Itisclear fromfig.2 that clearly demarcated
examples are used only in 6 chapters (V, VI, VII,
IX, XV & XXIII) of textbook (percentage wise it is
only 20%) out of the 30 chapters. There is no
scparate section any where in any chapter for these
cxamples and mostly these are of descriptive nature.
The illustration used is qualitatively not satisfactory
as it lacks penetration and practicability. The
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numbers of examples used are very scanty and non
of them is of activity based or experimental nature.

Data collected from self-made teachers
feedback scale reveals that 85% of teachers teaching
the textbook are of view that it lacks sufficien:
number of suitable examples and those used are not
appropriate and have least consonance with the
content described in the textbook.

P ise distribution of

5 “'-i-‘\{:’.ﬁ-*ﬁ.&"éf

Numbar of Chaptars

Figure 2

(a) From Fig.3, it is clear that there are only
three chapters, which have no diagrams, but the
diagrams used lack clarity, colouration, labeling and
any sort of cause and effect relationship. There are
total of 65 diagrams in all the 30 chapters but only 16
have substantial clarity, rest having dull and blur
appearance, 22 diagrams are labeled but it is not
prominently done while there are only 8 such
diagrams which have some kind of cause and effect
relationship. Overall, the quality of diagrams used is
not satisfactory because of the absence of sincere
objectivity. Throughout the textbook a important
fact is apparently noticeable, is absence of coloured
diagrams in any of the chapters that is contributing
most in bringing down the quality of diagrams
alongside the above drawn facts.

A self-made teacher's feedback scale was used to
collect the information regarding diagrams and the
above finding was confirmed by the responses of the
teachers teaching the textbook. About 83.14%
teachers are of the perception that the diagrams used
in the textbook are shoddily developed and it should
be immediately revised.

Chapter wise D len of Di

Number of Diagrams

Number of chaplers

Figure 3
(a) There are only 11 out of 30 chapters are
completely proofread while rest of 19 chapters
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having either kind of error i.e. syntactical or printing
errors or both. Printing error is more common than
syntactical error as is evident from the graph (Fig. 4)
and the percentage of occurrence of printing error
36.67% while that of syntactical error is 23.33%.
Whatever is the kind of error but the place where it
occurs is altering the meaning of sentences and
developing erroneous perception among students
regarding that particular word or sentence.

The finding was also supported by the
teacher's response. About 81.83% teachers have
perception that textbook is not properly proofread
and it needs immediate revision.

Chapter wise occurance of errors

:
T 5l
i o Toial
£ m Grammatical Esor
e wPrinting Emor
ol
b

3 o ++§~$+é-+-¢+59_¢_

Number of Chapters

Figure 4

(e) It is obvious from Fig.5 that practice
exercises consist 235 questions in all the 30
chapters, which are, distributed among the four
aspects of behavioural domain in particular
knowledge (K), understanding (U), application (U),
and skill (S). Out of 235 questions, 145 are from K
aspect which constitutes 61.7% of total whereas just
69 questions are from U aspect which comprises of
29.36% of total and only nominal consideration is
given to questions from A and S aspects i.e. mere 8
and 13 which is about 3.4% and 5.53% respectively
of total.

Teachers teaching the textbook were unable
to perceive the above fact because they were
unaware of such kind of categorization. 77.79%
teachers did not know such method of providing
weightage to questions of practice exercise while
only 22.21% teachers knew this method of
assigning weightage.

D in wise distrik of
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Numbser of questions
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Figure 5
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Conclusion:

At the heart of the debate over school
curriculum is the production of knowledge. The
control of knowledge production is significant
because it affects students' beliefs and attitudes
about society and environment. Because textbooks
play such a crucial role in children's learning,
multicultural education includes proposals for
textbook changes to make the curriculum more
representative of diverse views. Findings of the
study demonstrate that the textbook has not reached
the additive stage including key themes and issues.
Every state government has enough autonomy to
develop textbook but so much deviation from the
suggestions of nodal body i.e. NCERT, is matter
serious of concern as it got direction from
honourable Supreme Court of India to develop the
syllabus for the development of Environmental
Education at school level, which further got
approval of honourable Court in their Judgment of
1A No 1 in Writ Petition (Civil) No. 860/1991 dated
13" July 2004.
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Education as a Fundamental Righ

Education is the most potent mechanism for
the advancement of human beings. It enlarges,
enriches and improves the individual's image of the
future. A man without education is no more than an
animal.

Education emancipates the human beings
and leads to liberation from ignorance. According to
Pestalozzi, education is a constant process of
development of innate powers of man which are
natural, harmonious and progressive. It is said that in
the Twenty First century a nation's ability to convert
knowledge into wealth and social good through the
process of innovation is going to determine its future
accordingly 21" century is termed as century of
knowledge and we are determined to transform India
into a knowledge society. Education is the very
foundation of good citizenship. Today it is principal
instrument in awakening the child to cultural value, in
preparing him for later professional training and in
helping him to adjust normally to his environment. It
is said the child is the future of nation,

Education narrowly refers to formal
institutional instruction. The 1960 UNESCO
convention against discrimination in education
defines education in Art. 1(2) as “all types and levels
of education access to education the standard and
quality of education, and the conditions under which
itis given. In a wider sense education may describe all
activities by which a human group transmits to its
descendents a body of knowledge and skills and a
moral code which enable the group to subsist. In the
sense education refers to the transmission to a
subsequent generation of those skills needed to
perform tasks of daily living and further passing on
the social, cultural, spiritual and philosophical values
of the particular community.

The wider meaning of education has been
recognized in Art. I(a) of UNESCO'S 1974
recommendation concerning education for
international understanding, co-operation and peace
and education relating to Human Rights and
Fundamental freedoms. The  article states that
education implies “the entire"process of social life by
means of which individuals and social groups learn to
develop consciously within and for the benefit of the
national and international communities, the whole of
their personal capabilities, attitudes, aptitudes and
knowledge."

The European court of Human Rights has
defined education in a narrow sense as “teaching or
instrucfign in particular to the transmission of
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knowledge and to intellectual development .” and in a
wider sense as *“ the whole process whereby in any
society, adults endeavour to transmit their belief,
culture and other values to the young™.

The right to education is recognized as a
human right and is understood to establish an
entitlement to free and compulsory primary education
for all children an obligation to develop secondary
education accessible to all children as well as
equitable access to higher education and a
responsibility to provide basic education for
individuals who have not completed primary
education,

The right to education is enshrined in Art. 26

of the universal declaration of human rights and Art.
14 of the international covenant on economic, social
and cultural rights. The right to education has also
been reaffirmed in the 1960's UNESCO convention
against discrimination in education, 1% Protocol of
ECHR and the 1981 convention on the elimination of
all form of discrimination against women.
Fulfilling the right to education : The fulfillment of
the right to education can be assessed using the 4 As
framework which asserts that for education to be a
meaningful right it must be available, accessible,
acceptable and adaptable. The 4As framework was
developed by the former UN special rapporteur on the
right to education but is not necessarily the standard
used in every international human rights instrument
and hence not a generic guide to how the right to
education is treated under national law.

The 4As framework proposes that governments
as the prime duty bearer has to respect, protect and
fulfill the right to education by making education
available, accessible, acceptable and adaptable. The
framework also places duties on other stakeholders in
the education process, the child which as the
privileged subject of the right to education has the
duty to comply with compulsory education
requirements, the parents as the first educator and
professional educators namely teachers.

The 4As have been further elaborated as follows

Availability- It is funded by government,
education should be universal, free and compulsory.
There should be proper infrastructure and facilities in
place with adequate books and materials for students.
Buildings should meet both safety and sanitation
standards such as having clean drinking water, active
recruitment, proper training and appropriate retention
methods should ensure that enough qualified staff is
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Accessibility- all children should have equal
access to school services regardless of gender, race,
religion, ethnicity or socio-economic status. Ffforts
should be made to ensure the inclusion of
marginalized groups including children of refugees,
the homeless or those with disabilities. There should
be no forms of segregation or denial of access to any
students. This includes ensuring that proper laws are
in places against any child labour or exploitation to
prevent children from obtaining primary or secondary
education. Schools must be within a reasonable
distance for children within the community, otherwise
transportation should be provided to students,
particularly those that might live in rural areas, to
ensure ways to schools are safe and convenient.

Acceptability- the quality of education
provided should be free of discrimination, relevant
and culturally appropriate for all students. Student
should not be expected to conform to any specific
religious or ideological views. Methods of teaching
should be objective and unbiased and material
available should reflect a wide atray of ideas and
beliefs. Health and safety should be emphasized
within schools including the elimination of any forms
of corporal punishment. Professionalism of staff and
teachers should be maintained. Adaptability-
Educational programs should be flexible and able to
adjust according to societal changes and the needs of
the community. Observance of religious or cultural
holidays should be respected by schools in order to
accommodate students along with providing adequate
care to those students with disabilities.

It is an established fact that basic education
improves the basic societal factors with regard to life
expectancy, infant mortality, and nutritional status of
children etc. studies have shown that universal basic
education significantly contributes to economic
growth. We cannot afford illiteracy from an economic
perspective too, because return on investment in basic
education is one of the highest.

Model rules under the right of children to free and
compulsory education

*  Every child between the ages of 6 to 14 years has
the right to free and compulsory education. This is
stated as per the 86" constitutional amendment Act
added Art.21A

* The government schoolf shall provide free
education to all the children and the schools will be
managed by school management committees. Private
schools shall admit at least 25% of the children in
their schools without any fee.

* The National Commission for elementary
education shall be constituted to monitor all aspects of
elementary education including quality. .

Main Features of Right to Education 2009 Act
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* Free and Compulsory education to all children of
Indiain 6 to 14 age group.

* No child shall be held back, expelled or required
pass a board examination until completion of
elementary education.

® A child above six year of age has not been
admitted in any school or though admitted could not
complete his or her elementary education then he or
she shall be admitted in a class appropriate to his or
her age, provided that where a child is directly
admitted in a class appropriate to his age then he or
she shall in order to be at par with others have a right
to receive special training in such a manner and within
such time limits as may be prescribed provided
further that a child so admitted to elementary
education shall be entitled to free education till
completion of elementary education even after 14
years.

* Proof of age for admission. For the purposes of
admission to elementary education the age of a child
shall be determined on the basis of birth certificate
issued in accordance with the provisions of the births,
deaths and marriages. Registration Act 1856 or on
basis of such other documents as may be prescribed
no child shall be denied admission in a school for lack
of age proof.

® A child who completes elementary education
shall be awarded a certificate.

® Recommends for a fixed student teacher ratio.

e Itwillapply to all of India except J and K.

* Provides for 25% reservation for economically
disadvantaged communities in admission to class one
inall private schools.

* Mandates improvement in quality of education

¢ Financial burden will be shared between state and
central government,

* School teacher will need adequate professional
degree within 5 years or else will lose job.

e School infrastructure to be improved in 3 years
else recognition cancelled.
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Conservation of Environment in

the light of Buddhism

Everything which is external to us which is
surrounding us and which has effect on us is a part of
environment. In the words of Woodworth,
"Environment covers all the outside factors that
have acted on the individual since he began life."

Environment and life are Co-terminus, its
influence begins as soon as the human child is
conceived, It influence stops with death. As a result
of various human activities many harmful
substances are being introduced to the environment
that are potentially harmful and interfere with man
and various other living species of their
environment.

Increase in population has brought about
destruction of vast area of forest which directly
affects the life of other living creature of who shares
this planet with us. Thus man is the only creature
who has destroyed the natural eco- system. But this
is also true that he has also understood the
importance of its conservation which means
Judicious use of everything which is the gifts of
nature and without which life on earth would be
impossible.

Buddhism as a religion has played a very
vital role in awakening mankind about the
importance of nature and has made various rules for
its followers to Co-exist with nature.

Buddhism took root in the soil of humanity
more than 2500 years ago'. All Buddhist literature
records that the Buddha was born in the forest, in a
grove of soil, lovely straight backed trees with large
leaves. According to legend, as soon as he was
bourn he could walk and in the wake of his first
seven steps lotuses sprang up. Meditation as youth
was in the shade of the "Jambo". one of the Myrtle of
which there are around 650 species.

The Buddha's further study was in the
company of the Banyan and enlightment and
Buddhahood were achieved under the spreading
branches of a tree recognized for its speical
symbolic place in human faith which is known as
the Bo, Boddhi or Peepul, this tree is sacred in both
Buddhism and Hinduism. because of the important
symbolic value they have in the life of Buddha they
are respected and no devotee follower would
deliberately harm them.

"Ahimsa Parmo Dharma" is the core of
Buddhist teaching and massage Ahimsa or non
violence not only towards human being but all other
living creatures sharing our planet with us.'For those
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who take refuge in the Doctrine. one should
abandon harmful to the living being should not be
done even in ones dreams preserve with strong
efforts to protect one self from such acts.

No doing harm is a stage reaching to higher
Buddhist attitude towards all living things, loving
kindness, compassion. On the attitude of loving
Kindness- The Buddha has said, " Making all the
time, a rich and extensive offerin g with all that can
be found in the billions of words to the supreme
noble being this merit cannot match one moment of
loving kindness."

Another well known and much loved
teaching which exemplifies the central core of
compassion in Budhism is: "Thus, as a mother with
her own life gurads. The life of her own child, let all
embracing thoughts for all that live be ----------."

Buddhist teaching about human kind's need
and responsibilities concerning animals and plants,
forests and water resources, indeed the whole
natural environment, are being complied by the
Buddhist perception. Buddhism focuses on
compassion, the forest-dwellings and mediation in
natural surroundings important to many in the
Sangha. The order of Monks and the rich symbolism
associated with many species of animals and plants.

Monks, for example are forbidden to cut
down trees, and know well the story of a Monk, long
ago, who cut a tree's main branch. The sprit of the
tree complained to Buddha that by doing so, the
monk has cut ofhis child's arm.

Another teaching relates that travellers
after having rested in the shade of a large banyan. On
leaving began to cut down the tree. Their action
were condemned. The tree had given them shade,
much like a friend and to harm a friend's indeed an
act of evil.

Anguttar Nikaya provides an episode:
"Long ago, Brahman Dhamika Rajahkoranya, has a
king banyan called stead fast and the shade of its
wides spread branches was cool and lovely.

Its shelter broadened to twelve league, none
guarded its fruit and none hurt another for its fruit.

Now then came a man who ate his fill of
fruit, broke down a branch and went his way,

Now them came a man who are his fill of
fruit, broke down a branch a branch and went his
way.

Thought the spirit dwelling in that tree: how
amazing, how astonishing it is, that a man should be
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so evil as to break off a branch of the tree, after
eating his fill suppose the tree were to bear no more
fruit and the tree---no bore more fruit."

Such teaching remind Buddhist monks and
lay people alike of the importance of showing
respect for trees which provide food, shade and
protection not only for people but for all forest
dweller.

Centuries before contamination of the
earth's water would be wide spread threat to health
and life that it is today The Buddha sit down rules
forbidding pollution of water resources Even detail
description of how a toilet should be built was
provided especially to protect a healthy
environment.

The Jataka the richly narrated birth stories
of Buddhism have inspired some of the worls's most
beautiful art and are abundant with poetic
appreciation of the beauty of naturte. Here we find
an area of earths called "Garden of Delight" Where
grass is ever green in forest grow all trees whose
fruit is good to eat, the stream are sweet and clean
region overrun and beautified with all manner of
trees and flowering shrubs and creepers resounding
with the cries of swan, ducks and geese.

If such scenes seem other worldly it is
because through ignorance, greed and lack of
respect for the earth, world's growing human
population has already transformed many of the
earth's garden of delight into poisoned fields, sterile
incapable of sustaining nature's rich diversity.

A large portion of earth has already been
destroyed and destruction is actually increasing is
unsupportable for Buddhist or people of any other
persuasion or brief who seek a knowledge and
wisdom and who seek a sense of responsibility for
the condition of life on this planet now and for future
generation.

By sharing the teaching of Buddhism with
one and all we look forward to a world of acceptance
of an environ mental ethic that will replace
ignorance with knowledge, greed with generosity
and lack of respect for the Earth with kindness for all
life. Thus Buddhism can proved to be an active
element in proper conservation of environment.

At last | would like to conclude with the
statement given by his holiness of Dalai Lama.

"Life must be characterized by a sense of
universal responsibility not only nation to nation
and human to human but also human to other forms
oflife."
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“Feminism in the Novels of Shobha De.”

Feminism originates in the perception that
there is some thing wrong with society treatment of
women it tries to analyse the reasons for and
dimensions of women's opression and obtains
women's freedom. According to Oxford English
Dictionary, the term “Feminism was first used in the
later part of the 19" century, and it was defined as
having the “qualities of females™ the meaning of the
term has been gradually changed, and now it means
a “theory of the political, economic and social
qualities of the sexes” In the introduction to the
Remembered Gate. Origins of American Feminism
Barbara Berg defines feminism as a “Broad
movement embracing numerous phases of women's
emancipation” she clears further.

It is the freedom to decide her own destiny,
freedom from sex determined role, freedom from
society's oppressive restrictions, freedom to express
her thoughts fully and to convert them freely to
actions. Feminism demands the acceptance of
women's rights to individual conscience and
judgment. It postulates the women's essential worth
seems from common humanity and does not depend
on the other relationships of her life. (1) usually,
feminism is the ideology of women's freedom it is
such a movement which is dedicated to search
women's psyche status and problems. It also gives
solution of problems and struggles for women's
cause.

Women writers like Amrita Pritam, Kamala
Das, Kamala Markandaya, Anita Desai, Nayantara
Sahgal, Arundhati Roy and Shobha De have written
on the Indian woman and her successes and failers
in the society. An Indian critic has rightly said: *“ In
India also, women authors have boldly come out
with intimate details of their lives in their
autobiographies. When women could talk so freely
about themselves, it was natural that they would be
more uninhibited in their writings, especially in
theirnovels. (2)

De has great concern with her female
characters and raises the women characters in her
novels to be at per with'méle characters. They have
same amount of freedom in all walks of life. As De
says.

“I did write with a great deal of empathy towards
women.

Without waving the feminist flag, I feel very
Strong'ly

About the woman's situation. (3) '
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De has portrayed real picture of new
woman who challenges the old-age practice of
suppression of women in almost all spheres of life.
Her female characters are enough powerful to say a
big 'no’ to every foul treatment meted out to them.
They are well- equipped women-filthy rich, talented
well-educated and ambitions De's women are strong
enough to defy socially approved male hegemony to
defy socially approved male hegemony on the basic
issues of life. In de's novels all her female characters
are strivers, assertive, contriver, and careless to
moral and traditional values.

Indian woman over the ages has been an
image of tolerance, sacrifice and purity However,
this traditional out look about women has gone an
important change De's women challenge tradition
and- society and come to have a new identity. They
belong to the world of rich and the power full. Such
types of women in all De's works there is a clear
picture of the new woman's unconventional out look
on life. This new woman is out to grapple for equal
power with man. As De observes.

Eventually, every relationship is a power
either on overt or subliminal level------------ control
over the situation has been a male prerogative over
the centuries. Women's destinies have been
determined largely in'‘that content alone----------It is
a time they were made aware of their own potential
and power Shakti needs to be harnessed, directed
and explored for the further once of over all human
development. The very concept of sexes locked in
eternal battle is negative and destructive. When one
talks of shakti unleashed, one also remembers the
two--- connotations of Shakti---------- the
destructive avattar is as potent as the creative one. It
is in maintaining the state of equilibrium between
these two opposing forces that leoads to creative and
dynamic harmony ------ Men will have to come to
with woman power. (4)

De emphasizes the need for recognition of
equivalence between male and female. In her novels
male hierarchy is no longer chief motif. Men's
prerogative to lead life as he pleases has lapsed.
Women in her novels are powerful enough to decide
what is best for them they do not accept any male
interference in their affairs.

In her novels, De is all out to improve the
conventional image of the Indian woman as a week,
docile person living at the mercy of her partner. She
reshapes her women characters as aggressive
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blasters of the male ego and male hierarchy as De
observes:

The women in my books are definitely not
doormats:

They are not willing to be kicked around” (5)

De is of firm belief that women will be
men's equal partner in all spheres of life. She
visualizes that there will be a time when a woman's
voice will be universally heard and heeded are
heroines in the novels of shobha De Her women
began coming out of their homes to experience and
search the outside world. It was not an easy work, so
many problems and difficulties had to be faced by
them as they dared to make some space for
themselves in the fiercely hostile male dominated
Indian society.

The new women aspire for everything that
gives them too much power and same footing with
their male part ners. The women are all out to
complete and overtake in almost every field which
was previously man's territory. They are anew breed
of women who live on their own terms. For example
an image of new woman is thus presented by shobha
De:

The scene was changing even in Bombay.
Women worked, women married, women
Divorced and women remained single divorced. (6)

These new women like to be treated as
queens wherever they go. These women drive the
trendiest cars; they go to expensive hotels to wine
and dine; they even prefer shaping outside. The
morals of these new women are questionable. They
have no chastity and share beds with a chain of
lovers. De has portrayed such types of female
characters in her novels with great enthusiasm and
reality.

Socialite evenings which is De's first novel
expresses the kind of life led by these modern
women. The female characters in this novel live a
life of enjoyment, selfindulgence and carefree.

Her women characters are non conformists.
Anjali and koruna who have given up their
traditional Indian middle class homes in quest of
liberty. They are ambitious and daring. They marry
for their convenience. They feel no scruple in fixing
up extra marital relationships even inspite of leading
married life. . P
Anjali marries Abe (Abas Tyabji) for he is
rich and so could offer her all the luxury that she had
dreampt of. Inspite of leading married life the
develops her illicit relationship with other men.
Like her husband she is equally reckless in her
sexual behavior.

Karna also leads a wild, neckless life ever
since she comes out of her strictly convéntional
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middle class home. Much against the wishes of her
father, she joins the shunned world of modeling.
Like Anjali she also marries for money. In order to
satisfy her sexual urges leaves her husband and
maintains her sexual relation with her husband's
friend Kkrish.

To these women marriage and family do not
event. All is for convenience and fun. All they longs
for is unlimited freedom. This is the image the new
woman that De depicts in her novels.

In De's starry Nights, Aasha Rani is
inducted in to the glittering Bombay film world by
her ons mother Aasha Rani's mother (Amma) is a
strange character who in her hunger for fame and
wealth goes all out to sell her daughter's chastity She
takes Aasha Rani from one film producer to another
wearing indecent dresses to draw on their weakness
and have then sign her daughter in their films
looking only at her physical assets rather than her
acting talents. Asha Rani undoubtedly succeeds and
flourishes in the film industry using her body as bait
for catching big producers and directors' attention.
As she confesses to film financier- Kishenbhai:

“You financed and produced my first film
kishenbhai,
But you extracted payment from my body.” (7)

From a decent conservative conventional
family any girl can not think of joining the tinsel
world at the cost of her chastity. Asha Rani reaches
to the position of a top heroine, and has no
consideration for- moral values. She entangles
herselfin a number of extra- marital relations.

In sisters, Mikki and Alish a are two half
sisters and legitimate heirs of the business tycoon
Seth Hiralal. After the death of their father they try
to make for themselves in the world of big business.
At last Mikki gained success after facing several
hardships. At one point she finds herself failure so
she tabs decision to connect with another business
tycoon Binny Malhotra. Binny ends up marrying
Binny on the advice of Amy.

“The quickest way to shoot to the top is to tie up
with Mathotra.
A disastrous marriage can always be put behind you
darling.
These days divorce is not what it used to be. You are
young and
Attractive. There will be a dozens of Malhotras
later”. (8)

Women of this hyper modern group care
little for men. They think men only a means to fulfill
their desire. Unlike the convention women who
worship their men as their lords and masters, these
women drink, attend late, night parties like men and
deny to reman on their mercy.
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Amrita in strange Obsession, is a young
aspiring model, makes a journey to Mumbai to carve
a career in modeling she is trapped into an illicit
relationship with a lesbian Meenakshi Aiyenger
after addressed as Minx. The lesbian relationship
between Amrita and Minx shows the emerging
reality of the new modern women who finds sexual
gratification with persons of the same gender. These
women freely select their partners whether they
belong to the opposite sex or to the same sex.

In Snapshots, the female characters Aparna,
suati, Reema, Surekha and Rashmi are all modern
women. They lead lives on their own terms. To then
divorce is as normal as marriage. Aparna leads the
life of a divorcee on her own. She gave up her
husband for she felt he did not live up to her
standard. She makes illicit love- affair with Prem
who works in her office. All these women do not
care for conventional attitudes they very easily deny
moral values. To them the life is meant to eat, drink
and be merry.

Again, in Second Thoughts Maya who is
young beautiful and ambitious Calcutta girl marries,
a rich Mumbai business man and finds her
relationship with her husband dull and mechanical.
Ranjan is an obedient Mamma's boy who does every
thing on the permission of his mother. Maya is bored
beyond tolerance. Opposite to her hope of finding
her Bombay life after marriage full of fun, she finds
it full of boredom. Her dream of glamorous life
remains unfulfilled. As Maya reveals her wish:

“I wanted the city to seep in to me slowly. I wanted
toabsorb it,

Digest it, make it a part of my system. I wanted
desperately to

Become a Bombay wali, I wanted to belong.” (9)

In order to fulfill her desires Mays jumps
into extra marital affair. She is too much interested
in her young neigh boar's son Nikhil, a spoilt brat
who easily takes to Maya. Of eavrse Maya gets
nothing from her crazy relationship with Nikhil
except sexual fulfillment. In De's novels, the
disadvantaged women break all those bonds and

norms that delimit their freedom to fulfil their

dreams or desires.

Women in De's novels desire sexual
pleasure outside their marriage these women keep a
dozen lovers. They feel they are same to men these
women deny to bend to tradition, convention and
oppression, these are the new women, a very
striking group that is emerging stealthily in Indian
aristocratic society which De presents in her novels
with evthusiam and creative energy.

In conclusion it is note worthy that De has
created the new woman who is ambitions, daring
and fearless. She has joined the host of feminists in
exposing women's situation and underlining the
need for recognition of the new woman's power and
superiority which had been suppressed in the past. It
can be said that De has given a full throated,
message in her novels that no man should
underestimate women and that the new woman is
here to stay and men beware of the new reality.
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